
 

 
 

Longines Masters of Los Angeles Announces Class Schedule with Four 
Days of Heart-Pounding Equestrian Competition 

 
Uliano Vezzani Named the Official Course Designer of the  

Second Season of the Longines Masters Series 
 

 
 
Los Angeles, CA. July 19, 2016 – Kicking off the Longines Masters Series season II, the American 
leg of the Grand Slam Indoor of show jumping—The Longines Masters of Los Angeles—will host 
the world’s top riders and horses to compete during four days of high-powered, fast-paced 
equestrian sport, September 29-October 2, 2016. Highlights of this year’s event will include the 
Longines Speed Challenge, Gold Cup, Pro-Am Style and Competition for Charity, and more, 
culminating with Sunday’s Longines Grand Prix.  
 

Courses will be designed by Uliano Vezzani, who has been named 
the official course designer of the Longines Masters Series’ second 
season across Los Angeles, Paris, and Hong Kong, bringing new 
challenges for the riders.  
 
“I am proud and thankful for EEM giving me the opportunity to 
continue to build the brand of this prestigious and recognized circuit. 
This new adventure can only enrich my experience and stimulate 
me to make things better,” said Vezzani. “I have a very positive 
impression so far and look forward to being integrated into the 
‘Longines Masters Family.’” 
 
 
 

Friday will focus on speed with the Longines Speed Challenge, considered to be the world's 
fastest class. Created in 2010 by EEM, the Longines Speed Challenge takes places over a 1.45m 
course, combining speed, agility, power and precision of both the riders and horses. Faults are less 
heavily penalized than in other classes, giving free rein to speed, resulting in an event full of 



 

emotion and suspense. Vezzani’s course for the competition will be the same for all three events of 
season II, allowing riders a unique opportunity to improve their skills throughout the series and to 
become the fastest rider in the world!  
  
Saturday is the day of glamour, entertainment and philanthropy with the Pro-Am Style and 
Competition for Charity and the Gold Cup.  
 
The Pro-Am Style and Competition for Charity features teams of amateur and professional riders, 
who each dress up and compete to raise money for charity. Each team will be judged on the 
number of penalties over the fences, the team’s style and elegance, as well as the horse’s style. 
Last year, the competition featured celebrity riders including Kaley Cuoco, Jennifer Gates, and 
Hannah Selleck, as well as 2016 U.S. Olympic team member Kent Farrington, Edwina Tops-
Alexander, and more.  
 
The Gold Cup is a technical 1.55m (5’) class based on the “winning round” format, which consists 
of two rounds with no jump-off. Instead, the second round invites back the top ten riders from the 
first round, and the initial scores are discarded so that everyone starts from scratch.  
 
Sunday is about elite performances with the Longines Grand Prix, the grand finale of each leg of 
the Longines Masters Series. An Olympic-level class with a course featuring jumps up to 1.60m in 
height, the Longines Grand Prix will require perfectly-trained horses and experienced riders to 
succeed on the course full of tough sequences and double and triple combinations. Riders in the 
Longines Grand Prix at the Longines Masters of Los Angeles will be the first in the world to 
compete for the new Super Grand Slam Bonus of 2.25 Million Euros, which will be awarded for a 
triple consecutive Longines Grand Prix victory starting in Los Angeles, then Paris and Hong Kong 
in the same season or The Grand Slam Bonus of 1 Million Euros for three successive victories in 
the Longines Grand Prix (ex: Paris > Hong Kong > Los Angeles, or Hong Kong > Los Angeles > 
Paris). 
 
Alongside the major 5* classes, the Longines Masters of Los Angeles will also welcome the USA's 
best junior, amateur and professional riders for the Prestige Trophy and National Trophy classes, 
where the stars of tomorrow will rub shoulders with world champions of today. 
 
The warmup paddock, uniquely located in the heart of the Prestige Village, offers spectators the 
unique opportunity to discover the world’s best 5* riders and witness the future stars of tomorrow 
warming up beginning on Thursday and continuing throughout the competition. This year the 
Longines Masters of Los Angeles will also include Masters Classes, giving amateur riders the 
unique privilege of training with some of the best riders in the world. Spectators and fans will also 
be able to meet the riders through autograph sessions, meet-and-greets, and more.  
 
Following the success of polo at the Hong Kong leg of the Longines Masters Series, the Los 
Angeles event will welcome the sport for a match between esteemed United States riders. This 
blend of equestrian sports will help to unite the disciplines and teach show jumping spectators 
about the excitement of polo.  
 
Event passes are now on sale at http://www.longinesmasters.com/en/ticketing to secure a seat for 
“the number one sow jumping event in the USA” according to North American Rider Group.  
 
 

### 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE LONGINES MASTERS 
 
Established in three of the world’s most iconic cities — Los Angeles, Paris and Hong Kong — the 
Longines Masters Series, “Grand Slam Indoor of Show Jumping” is renowned as one of the most 

http://www.longinesmasters.com/en/ticketing


 

prestigious equestrian events in the world. Created by EEM and inspired by the Grand Slam tennis 
tournaments, the Series rapidly developed abroad, with the Longines Masters of Hong Kong in 2013 
and the Longines Masters of Los Angeles in 2014. In 2015, the intercontinental trilogy became the 
Longines Masters. Presented by EEM and recognized by the FEI, the “Grand Slam of Indoor Show 
Jumping” is the ultimate challenge, with two levels of prizes:  
The Super Grand Slam, a bonus of 2.25 million Euros for winning 3 consecutive Longines Grand 
Prix in the same season: Los Angeles, followed by Paris and then Hong Kong.  
The Grand Slam: a bonus of 1 million Euros for three successive victories in the Longines Grand 
Prix from one season to the next, (ex: Paris > Hong Kong > Los Angeles, or Hong Kong > Los 
Angeles > Paris.)  
These events are broadcast in more than 120 countries and reach up to 550 million households. 
Every edition of the Longines Masters is a must-attend event bringing together top-level athletes and 
amateurs alike, celebrities and corporate decision-makers from around the world, all who come to 
enjoy a unique experience created by exceptional moments in sport, entertainment, glamour, 
gastronomy and contemporary art. 
 
Save the dates for the season two  
 

 Longines Masters of Los Angeles: 29 sept-2oct, 2016 

 Longines Masters of Paris: 1-4 December, 2016 

 Longines Masters of Hong Kong: 10-12 February, 2017 
 
ABOUT EEM 
 
EEM CEO and Founder Christophe Ameeuw and his team have set no less a goal than to reinvent 
the sport of show jumping. For over ten years they have been dedicated to bringing equestrian sports 
to the international front stage. Inspired by the legendary tournaments of the tennis Grand Slam, 
EEM gathers under one roof the best of show jumping, entertainment and lifestyle experience. 2009 
was a crucial milestone for EEM with its revival of the “Jumping de Paris” and the creation of the 
Gucci Paris Masters. EEM then set off to conquer new continents, with an Asian edition which took 
place in Hong Kong in 2013, followed in 2014 by the first American stage of the Longines Masters 
in Los Angeles. In 2015 the intercontinental trilogy of which EEM is the creator, owner and organizer, 
became the Longines Masters “Grand Slam Indoor of Show Jumping”. 
 
ABOUT LONGINES 
 
Based in Saint-Imier, Switzerland since 1832, the watchmaking expertise of Longines reflects a 
strong devotion to tradition, elegance and performance. Longines has generations of experience as 
the official timekeeper for world championships and as a partner of international sports federations. 
Over the years, Longines has forged solid and lasting ties with the sports world. Known for the 
elegance of its timepieces, Longines is a member of the Swatch Group Ltd., the world’s leading 
manufacturer of timekeeping products. Featuring the winged hourglass as its emblem, the brand 
operates in more than 150 countries.  
Informations : www.longines.com 
Contact : publicrelations@longines.com 
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#LonginesMasters #WeRidetheWorld 

 

 
 


